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U.S.  agricultural  exports  totaled  $6,229  million  in  calendar  year  1965,  near 
the  record  $6,348  million  in  1964.  However,  commercial  exports  for  dollars 
rose  to  a  record  $4.7  billion  from  the  previous  alltime  high  of  $4.6  billion 
in  1964.  Shipments  under  Government  programs  totaled  an  estimated  $1.5  bil¬ 
lion  in  1965  compared  with  $1.8  billion  in  1964.  Gains  in  exports  of  corn, 
grain  sorghums,  rice,  soybeans,  oilcake  and  meal,  fruits,  and  hides  and  skins 
were  more  than  offset  by  decreases  for  wheat  and  flour,  cotton,  tobacco,  vege¬ 
tables,  lard,  dairy  products,  and  meats.  Agricultural  exports  in  the  first 
half  of  1965  were  down  significantly  from  1964  because  of  the  longshoremen's 
strike  at  the  U.S.  East  Coast  and  Gulf  ports  in  most  of  January  and  February 
of  1965.  Also,  U.S.  wheat  exports  during  January- June  1965  to  Western  Europe 
and  the  Soviet  Union  did  not  reach  the  higher  level  of  a  year  earlier  when  U.S. 
wheat  shipments  were  large  because  of  reduced  harvests  in  recipient  countries. 
However,  exports  rose  to  a  record  $3,379  million  in  July-December  1965  with  the 
sharp  advance  in  shipments  of  feed  grains,  rice,  soybeans,  fruits,  and  hides 
and  skins. 
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Export  prices  of  principal  U.S.  agricultural  commodities  in  1965  averaged  1.1 
percent  above  1964.  This  occurred  despite  an  8.8  percent  drop  in  the  price 
of  wheat.  Moreover,  the  slight  rise  in  export  prices  contrasts  with  a  lower 
average  price  level  for  principal  agricultural  import  commodities  and  with 
drops  in  the  Reuter's,  Dow-Jones,  and  United  Nations  agricultural  export  price 
indexes.  The  terms  of  agricultural  trade  (export  price  indexes  divided  by 
import  price  indexes)  continued  favorable  to  the  United  States.  Most  recent 
price  developments  were  rises  of  5.6  and  5.5  percent  in  the  Reuter's  and  Dow- 
Jones  indexes  from  November  1965  to  February  1966.  The  price  of  wheat  is  now 
at  the  year-ago  level,  while  cocoa  bean  prices  are  now  above  a  year  earlier. 
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U.S.  agricultural  exports  for  fiscal  year  1965-66  are  expected  to  be  the  high¬ 
est  in  history.  The  revised  estimate  of  about  $6%  billion  for  the  year  exceeds 
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the  export  records  set  in  each  of  the  2  previous  fiscal  years  by  $400  million. 
Increases  in  exports  of  feed  grains,  wheat,  rice,  oilseeds,  and  products  are 
expected  to  more  than  offset  the  expected  decreases  in  cotton,  animals,  and 
animal  products.  Exports  of  tobacco,  fruits,  and  vegetables  are  expected  to 
maintain  their  share  of  the  export  volume. 

July- January  1965-66  exports  of  U.S.  agricultural  products  were  up  12  percent 
from  a  year  earlier.  Declines  in  exports  of  cotton,  vegetable  oils,  and  animal 
fats,  oils  and  greases  were  offset  by  sharp  rises  in  feed  grains,  rice,  soybeans, 
oilcake  and  meal,  and  fruits  along  with  smaller  gains  in  hides  and  skins,  meats, 
poultry  products,  tobacco,  and  vegetables. 

k  k  -k  -k  -k 

Countries  of  the  European  Economic  Community  (EEC)  purchased  agricultural  com¬ 
modities  from  the  United  States  valued  at  $985  million  during  July-January 
1965-66.  This  was  up  25  percent  from  the  similar  periods  in  1963-64  and  1964- 
65.  Exports  of  agricultural  products  subject  to  EEC  variable  import  levies 
were  about  53  percent  over  July-January  1964-65  and  48  percent  above  the  same 
period  in  1963-64.  The  July-January  1965-66  export  value  of  agricultural  com¬ 
modities  not  subject  to  variable  levies  was  8  percent  above  the  same  period  in 
1964-65  and  11  percent  higher  than  1963-64.  U.S.  exports  to  EEC  countries  in¬ 
creased  for  feed  grains,  red  meats,  turkeys,  fruits  and  vegetables,  oilcake 
and  meal,  and  soybeans.  Decreases  occurred  in  dairy  products,  cotton,  and 
vegetable  oils.  Among  the  EEC  countries,  U.S.  exports  to  the  Netherlands, 
Belgium- Luxembourg,  West  Germany,  and  Italy  increased  while  exports  to  France 
decreased . 


k  k  k  k  k 

U.S.  agricultural  imports  for  consumption  amounted  to  $2,524  million  in  July- 
January  1965-66  up  12  percent  from  those  in  the  same  months  of  1964-65.  The 
gain  occurred  primarily  for  imports  of  supplementary  (competitive  or  partially 
competitive)  products,  mainly  feeder  cattle  and  meat  of  all  types.  Import 
values  were  also  higher  for  apparel  wool,  dairy  products,  hides  and  skins,  fruits 
and  nuts,  vegetables,  and  wines.  Declines  took  place  in  grains  and  preparations, 
and  cane  sugar.  Complementary  (noncompetitive)  imports  also  rose  from  a  year 
earlier,  mainly  because  of  higher  values  for  bananas,  coffee,  cocoa  beans,  drugs, 
essential  oils,  spices,  and  tea.  Total  import  value  declined  for  crude  rubber 
and  carpet  wool.  The  12  leading  suppliers  of  U.S.  agricultural  imports  during 
July-December  1965  were  Brazil,  Canada,  the  Philippines,  Australia,  Colombia, 
Mexico,  New  Zealand,  Indonesia,  Ecuador,  Peru,  Dominican  Republic,  and  Argen¬ 
tina. 
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SPECIAL  in  this  issue 


U.S.  AGRICULTURAL  EXPORTS  WERE  NEAR  RECORD  LEVEL  IN  CALENDAR  YEAR  1965 

by 

Dewain  H.  Rahe  1/ 

U.S.  agricultural  exports,  totaling  $6,229  million  in  calendar  year  1965,  were 
only  slightly  below  the  record  of  $6,348  million  in  1964  (table  l).  Increases 
in  exports  of  corn,  grain  sorghums,  rice,  soybeans,  oilcake  and  meal,  fruits, 
and  hides  and  skins  were  more  than  offset  by  decreases  for  wheat  and  flour, 
cotton,  tobacco,  vegetables,  lard,  dairy  products,  and  meats. 

Commercial  sales  for  dollars  rose  to  an  estimated  $4.7  billion  in  1965,  a  record, 
compared  with  the  previous  record  of  $4.6  billion  in  1964.  Shipments  under 
Government  programs  probably  totaled  about  $1.5  billion  in  1965  compared  with 
$1.8  billion  in  1964. 

The  longshoremen's  strike  at  U.S.  East  Coast  and  Gulf  ports  in  January- February 
1965  affected  the  pattern  of  trade  for  the  year.  Agricultural  exports,  those 
months,  totaled  only  $536  million  compared  with  $1,066  million  for  the  same 
months  in  1964.  However,  the  effects  of  the  strike  were  partially  offset  by 
larger  exports  in  November-December  1964  in  anticipation  of  the  strike  and  by 
expanded  exports  after  the  settlement,  particularly  in  March  1965.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  first  half  exports  of  $2,850  million  were  considerably  below  the  $3,100 
million  for  January-June  1964.  In  addition,  exports  during  January-June  1964 
had  been  unusually  large  due  to  the  large  movement  of  wheat  to  the  Soviet 
Union  and  the  countries  of  Western  Europe  in  response  to  the  relatively  poor 
quality  and  reduced  wheat  harvests  in  these  countries. 

U.S.  agricultural  exports  in  July-December  1965  rose  to  a  record  $3,379  mil¬ 
lion  from  $3,247  million  a  year  earlier.  A  substantial  rise  in  exports  of 
feed  grains,  rice,  soybeans,  fruits,  and  hides  and  skins  accounted  for  the 
record.  Exports  of  cotton,  lard,  dairy  products,  cottonseed  and  soybean  oils 
fell  sharply  in  July-December  1965  from  a  year  earlier. 

U.S.  agricultural  exports  continued  to  benefit  from  rapid  economic  growth  in 
the  industrial  countries  of  Western  Europe,  and  in  Japan  and  Canada.  In  1965, 

1/  Agricultural  Economist,  Trade  Statistics  and  Analysis  Branch,  Foreign 
Development  and  Trade  Division,  Economic  Research  Service. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  NEG.  ERS  4335  -  66  (  3  )  ECONOMIC  RESEARCH  SERVICE 


Table  1.--U.S.  agricultural  exports:  Value  by  commodity,  calendar  years  1964 

and  1965 


Commodity 

1964 

!  1965  1/ 

Change 

--  Million 

dollars  -- 

Percent 

Animals  and  animal  products: 

Dairy  products  2/ . 

224 

196 

-12 

Fats,  oils,  and  greases . 

249 

226 

-9 

Hides  and  skins . 

93 

109 

+17 

Meats  and  meat  products . . . 

125 

112 

-10 

Poultry  products . . 

74 

70 

-5 

Other . 

75 

74 

-1 

Total  animals,  etc.  2/ . 

840 

787 

-6 

Cotton,  excluding  linters . 

682 

486 

-21 

Fruits  and  preparations . 

279 

313 

+12 

Grains  and  preparations: 

Feed  grains,  excluding  products.... 

856 

1,134 

+32 

Rice,  milled.... . . . 

206 

'  244 

+18 

Wheat  and  flour . 

1,532 

1,183 

-23 

Other . . 

62 

71 

+15 

Total  grains,  etc . 

2,656 

2,632 

-1 

Oilseeds  and  products: 

Cottonseed  and  soybean  oils  3/ . 

210 

240 

+14 

Soybeans . . 

567 

650 

+15 

Protein  meal . 

145 

187 

+29 

Other . . . 

79 

80 

+1 

Total  oilseeds,  etc.  3/ . 

1,001 

1,157 

+16 

Tobacco,  unmanufactured . 

413 

383 

-7 

Vegetables  and  preparations..... . 

158 

155 

-2 

Other . . . 

319 

316 

-1 

Total  exports . . 

6,348 

6,229 

-2 

1/  Preliminary. 

2/  Prior  to  January  1,  1965  excludes  Title  III,  P.L.  480  donations  of  butter 
and  ghee,  which  are  included  in  "Other"  agricultural  exports. 

3/  Prior  to  January  1,  1965  excludes  Title  III,  P.L.  480  donations,  which  are 
included  in  "Other"  agricultural  exports. 
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industrial  production  increased  by  4  percent  in  Western  Europe,  and  8  percent 
in  Canada.  For  Japan,  the  increase  was  only  1  percent  because  of  the  effects 
of  the  recession  there  during  the  previous  year.  Many  of  the  industrial  coun¬ 
tries  have  encouraged  imports  as  a  means  to  combat  inflationary  trends.  The 
export  trade  of  these  countries  also  showed  a  significant  improvement  in  1965. 
Exports  from  Western  Europe  during  January-September  1965  were  up  11  percent 
and  from  Japan,  were  up  34  percent.  Canadian  exports  gained  only  1  percent 
during  this  period. 

U.S.  agricultural  exports  to  the  less  developed  countries  rose  slightly  in 
1965  despite  a  decline  in  exports  under  Government- financed  programs.  Economic 
growth  in  these  developing  countries  has  enabled  them  to  purchase  more  agri¬ 
cultural  products.  Moreover,  the  rapid  population  growth  of  these  countries 
has  necessitated  an  increase  in  imports  of  agricultural  products. 

U.S.  exports  of  feed  grains  in  calendar  year  1965  rose  by  $264  million,  re¬ 
flecting  the  increased  production  of  livestock  and  livestock  products  in 
Western  Europe  and  Japan.  The  continued  rise  in  incomes  in  the  industrialized 
countries  of  Western  Europe  and  in  Japan  has  resulted  in  a  strong  demand  for 
meat  and  other  animal  products  which  in  turn  has  stimulated  U.S.  exports  of 
feed  grains,  soybeans,  protein  meal  and  inedible  tallow  for  livestock  feed. 
Smaller  production  of  feed  grains  and  root  crops  in  Western  Europe,  a  longer 
feeding  period  because  of  the  unusually  wet  spring  in  this  area,  and  smaller 
supplies  available  from  some  other  major-producing  countries  also  contributed 
to  the  rising  demand  for  U.S.  feed  grains  and  soybeans  in  1965. 

The  United  States  continued  to  have  abundant  supplies  of  high-quality  agri¬ 
cultural  products  at  attractive  prices.  Where  domestic  prices  were  higher 
than  world  prices  --  as  for  several  price- supported  commodities  --  export 
payments  enabled  U.S.  exporters  to  be  competitive  with  other  major  world 
suppliers . 

In  addition,  the  United  States  continued  a  vigorous  promotion  program  in  many 
of  the  important  foreign  markets.  Product  demonstrations,  trade  fairs,  trade 
centers,  technical  assistance,  and  close  attention  to  the  various  problems 
improved  access  to  these  markets. 

Animals  and  animal  products . --Exports  of  animals  and  animal  products  fell  to 
$786  million  in  1965  from  $840  million  in  1964.  The  decline  occurred  for 
dairy  products,  lard,  and  poultry  products.  Export  values*  of  inedible  tallow, 
and  hides  and  skins  rose  in  1965. 

U.S.  exports  of  dairy  products  fell  to  $196  million  from  $224  million  in  1964. 
Exports  of  nonfat  dry  milk  accounted  for  about  60  percent  of  U.S.  dairy  exports. 
Of  this,  exports  under  Government- financed  programs  represented  about  one-half. 
The  decline  reflected  mainly  smaller  exports  of  butter  to  Western  Europe.  In 
the  previous  year,  Western  Europe  imported  large  quantities  of  U.S.  butter  be¬ 
cause  of  reduced  production.  However  in  1965,  import  requirements  for  butter 
decreased  sharply  as  dairy  production  was  up  considerably  from  the  previous 
year.  In  addition,  U.S.  stocks  of  dairy  products  available  for  export  in  1965 
were  down  considerably  from  the  previous  year. 
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U.S.  exports  of  animal  fats  declined  sharply  in  1965,  reflecting  for  the  most 
part  a  decline  in  exports  of  lard.  Exports  of  lard  fell  to  251  million  pounds 
from  682  million  in  1964.  Lower  U.S.  pork  production  in  1965  and  higher  U.S. 
prices  of  lard  discouraged  exports  in  the  past  year.  In  addition,  lard  sup¬ 
plies  were  larger  in  Western  Europe  because  of  a  significant  rise  in  pork 
production.  U.S.  exports  of  inedible  tallow  fell  to  1,995  million  pounds 
from  2,116  million.  However,  value  increased  by  14  percent  due  to  higher 
prices  for  all  fats  and  oils. 

U.S.  exports  of  hides  and  skins  rose  to  19.0  million  pieces  in  1965  from  17  mil¬ 
lion  in  1964.  Demand  continued  strong  for  hides  and  skins  in  Western  Europe 
and  Japan,  reflecting  the  rapid  growth  in  consumer  incomes.  In  addition, 
production  was  smaller  in  Argentina. 

U.S.  exports  of  meats  and  products  fell  to  333  million  pounds  in  1965  from  448 
million  in  1964.  Most  of  the  decline  in  1965  resulted  from  reduced  pork  ex¬ 
ports  which  were  down  substantially  from  the  previous  year.  Western  Europe  and 
Canada  imported  large  quantities  of  pork  in  1964  because  of  reduced  production. 
Exports  of  variety  meats  fell  to  220  million  pounds  in  1965  from  229  million 
a  year  earlier. 

Cotton. --U.S .  exports  of  cotton  in  1965  fell  to  3.8  million  bales  from  the  5.2 
million  in  1964.  The  decline  reflected  increased  competition  from  expanding 
Free  World  cotton  production,  the  continued  rise  in  the  production  of  man-made 
fibers,  and  the  working  down  of  stocks  in  the  major- importing  countries.  In 
1965,  U.S.  exports  accounted  for  about  one-fifth  of  world  cotton  trade  compared 
with  30  percent  in  1964.  The  principal  outlets  for  U.S.  cotton  were  the 
European  Economic  Community,  Japan,  Canada,  India,  South  Korea,  United  Kingdom, 
Hong  Kong,  and  Taiwan. 

Fruits  and  preparations . --Exports  of  fruits  and  preparations  rose  to  $317  mil¬ 
lion  in  1965  from  $279  million  in  1964.  The  increase  resulted  mainly  from 
larger  U.S.  exports  of  oranges,  lemons,  apples,  and  canned  fruits.  The  in¬ 
crease  occurred  in  the  second  half  of  1965  as  the  result  of  increased  produc¬ 
tion  of  many  items.  Exports  of  canned  fruits  increased  by  10  percent  and  ac¬ 
counted  for  about  one-fifth  of  total  exports  of  fruits  and  preparations.  In 
recent  years  exports  to  Western  Europe  and  Japan  have  gained  substantially,  re¬ 
flecting  higher  incomes  coupled  with  improved  living  standards.  Exports  of 
fresh  fruits  rose  to  $147  million  in  1965  from  $125  million  in  1964.  The  gain 
reflected  larger  exports  to  Canada  and  to  Western  Europe.  Canada  accounts  for 
over  one-half  of  total  U.S.  exports  of  fresh  fruits  and  preparations.  Exports 
of  raisins  totaled  122  million  pounds  in  1965  compared  with  102  million  in  1964. 

Grains  and  preparations . --U . S .  exports  of  grains  and  preparations  totaled  $2.6 
billion  in  1965,  down  from  $2.7  billion  in  1964,  reflecting  a  decline  in  exports 
of  wheat  and  flour.  The  value  for  wheat  flour  exports  declined  nearly  $350 
million,  about  offsetting  the  substantial  rise  in  exports  of  feed  grains  and 
rice.  Exports  of  feed  grains  rose  by  $264  million  while  rice  was  over  $40  mil¬ 
lion  above  the  previous  year. 

Exports  of  wheat  and  flour  fell  to  720  million  bushels  in  1965  from  852  million 
bushels  in  1964.  The  decline  reflected  reduced  exports  to  Western  Europe  and 
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the  Soviet  Union  from  high  levels  the  previous  year.  In  1965,  the  Soviet  Union 
did  not  purchase  any  U.S.  wheat  whereas  in  1964  it  took  65  million  bushels. 
Shipments  of  wheat  under  the  Food  for  Peace  program  in  1965  accounted  for  67 
percent  of  total  shipments  compared  with  68  percent  in  1964.  Japan  continued 
to  be  the  top  dollar  market  for  U.S.  wheat,  taking  68  million  bushels  in  1965 
compared  with  61  million  in  1964.  This  was  the  fourth  consecutive  year  that 
U.S.  exports  of  wheat  had  risen  to  Japan.  The  other  principal  foreign  outlets 
were  India,  Pakistan,  Yugoslavia,  Egypt,  South  Korea,  the  Netherlands,  Turkey, 
the  Philippines,  Brazil,  and  Colombia. 

U.S.  exports  of  milled  rice  were  34.1  million  bags  (milled  basis)  in  1965,  up 
from  29.3  million  in  1964.  This  gain  reflected  larger  commercial  sales  for 
dollars.  Dollar  sales  accounted  for  about  62  percent  of  U.S.  rice  exports  in 
1965.  Leading  outlets  were  India,  Japan,  Viet-Nam,  the  Philippines,  and  Nanpo 
Islands.  The  rise  in  export  demand  of  rice  reflects  somewhat  smaller  production 
in  some  major-producing  countries  and  increased  population  as  well  as  increased 
food  requirements  in  the  newly  developing  countries 

Feed  grain  exports,  excluding  products,  totaled  21.3  million  metric  tons  in 
1965,  up  from  16.4  million  in  1964.  Exports  of  corn  rose  to  596  million  bushels 
from  480  million  in  1964.  Grain  sorghum  exports  totaled  172  million  bushels 
compared  with  100  million  in  1964.  U.S.  exports  to  the  European  Economic  Com¬ 
munity  rose  to  over  9  million  tons  in  1965  and  accounted  for  over  two-fifths 
of  U.S.  feed  grain  shipments*  Japan  took  4.4  million  metric  tons  in  1965  com¬ 
pared  with  2.7  million  a  year  earlier.  U.S.  exports  of  feed  grains  continued 
to  benefit  from  the  rapid  increase  in  livestock  production  in  Western  Europe 
and  Japan.  Reduced  production  of  coarse  grains  and  root  crops  in  Western 
Europe  has  resulted  in  that  area’s  need  to  import  more  feed  grains. 

In  addition,  supplies  of  feed  grains  available  for  export  were  considerably 
smaller  for  some  major-supplying  countries  --  especially  Argentina  and  South 
Africa.  Most  U.S.  exports  to  the  EEC  were  used  in  manufacturing  mixed  feeds. 
Poultry  feed  makes  up  about  two- fifths  of  the  EEC's  production  of  mixed  feeds, 
hog  feed  about  one- third,  and  cattle  feed  one- fourth.  The  United  States  ac¬ 
counted  for  over  one-half  of  world  feed  grain  exports  in  1965. 

Oilseeds  and  products . --Exports  of  oilseeds  and  products  totaled  $1,135  mil¬ 
lion  in  1965  compared  with  $1,001  million  in  1964.  Increases  occurred  for  all 
major  categories  of  this  group,  except  flaxseed.  This  was  the  fourth  con¬ 
secutive  year  that  the  value  of  oilseeds  and  products  had  increased  over  the 
previous  year. 

U.S.  exports  of  soybeans  rose  to  228  million  bushels  in  1965  from  210  million 
in  1964.  The  expanding  livestock  industries  in  Japan  and  Western  Europe  re¬ 
quired  increased  feeding  of  soybean  meal  and  other  feed  concentrates.  Lower 
U.S.  prices  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1965  also  encouraged  soybean  exports. 

Japan  continued  to  be  the  largest  foreign  outlet  for  U.S.  soybeans  which  ac¬ 
counted  for  about  85  percent  of  its  total  consumption.  Japan  uses  about  half 
of  its  soybeans  (including  meal)  for  food  and  the  remainder  for  feed.  Japan's 
production  of  soybeans  has  declined  sharply  in  recent  years,  and  in  1965  totaled 
only  9  million  bushels.  In  addition,  supplies  available  for  export  from  Com¬ 
munist  China  continue  relatively  low.  Chinese  exports  were  estimated  at  about 
15  million  bushels  in  1965,  about  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 
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The  increased  demand  for  protein  feeds  in  Western  Europe  and  Japan  has  contri¬ 
buted  mostly  to  the  spectacular  rise  in  U.S.  exports  of  soybeans  in  recent  years. 
Japan  took  52  million  bushels  in  1965  compared  with  47  million  in  1964.  Other 
important  foreign  outlets  included  Canada,  the  Netherlands,  West  Germany,  Den¬ 
mark,  Italy,  Spain,  Israel,  and  Taiwan. 

U.S.  exports  of  cottonseed  and  soybean  oils  totaled  1.7  billion  pounds  in  1965 
compared  with  1.9  billion  in  1964.  Higher  prices,  however,  resulted  in  the 
value  advancing  to  $227  million  in  1965  from  $210  million  in  1964.  Commercial 
sales  for  dollars  accounted  for  about  43  percent  of  U.S.  exports  of  cottonseed 
oil  in  1965.  Exports  were  down  because  of  higher  prices,  relatively  low  U.S. 
stocks  in  the  latter  part  of  1965,  and  increased  domestic  demand  for  edible 
vegetable  oil.  However,  foreign  demand  continued  strong,  reflecting  reduced 
olive  oil  production  in  the  Mediterranean  Basin,  the  low  level  of  stocks  in 
Western  Europe,  and  increased  foreign  consumption.  The  principal  foreign  out¬ 
lets  for  U.S.  cottonseed  and  soybean  oils  in  1965  were  India,  Spain,  Iran, 
Morocco,  and  Egypt. 

U.S.  exports  of  oilcake  and  meal  totaled  2.4  million  short  tons  in  1965  compared 
with  1.9  million  in  1964.  Soybean  oilcake  and  meal  represented  about  89  percent 
of  the  total.  The  principal  foreign  outlets  were  the  EEC,  Canada,  Denmark, 
Yugoslavia,  Japan,  United  Kingdom,  and  Spain.  Rising  incomes  have  resulted 
in  an  increased  demand  for  meat  which  in  turn  has  stimulated  the  demand  for  U.S. 
oilcake  and  meal.  Also  contributing  to  large  exports  were  increased  feeding 
requirements  in  the  EEC  area  because  of  the  longer  feeding  period,  relatively 
favorable  U.S.  prices,  reduced  supplies  of  fish  and  peanut  meals,  and  the  con¬ 
tinued  improvement  in  feed  practices  combined  with  favorable  price  ratios  for 
feeding. 

Tobacco. --U.S.  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  totaled  468  million  pounds  in 
1965  compared  with  514  million  a  year  earlier.  The  decline  resulted  from  smal¬ 
ler  exports  in  flue-cured  tobacco  which  fell  to  351  million  pounds  in  1965  from 
392  million  in  1964.  Shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom  --  largest  U.S.  market  -- 
were  substantially  below  a  year  earlier,  since  the  United  Kingdom  reduced  im¬ 
ports  to  improve  its  balance-of-payments  position.  In  addition,  exports  from 
Rhodesia  were  up  substantially  in  1965  because  of  increased  production  and 
lower  prices. 

Vegetables  and  preparations .--U.S .  exports  of  vegetables  and  preparations  totaled 
$156  million  in  1965  compared  with  $158  million  in  1964.  The  slight  decline 
was  due  to  smaller  exports  of  dry  edible  beans  which  fell  to  274  million  pounds 
from  324  million  a  year  earlier.  U.S.  exports  of  fresh  vegetables  totaled  $54 
million  in  1965  compared  with  $50  million  in  1964.  Exports  of  canned  vegetables 
totaled  $30  million  compared  with  $34  million  in  1964.  Asparagus  exports  -- 
accounting  for  two-fifths  of  the  canned  vegetable  total  --  were  down  a  fourth 
from  the  previous  year  because  of  reduced  U.S.  production  and  higher  U.S.  prices. 
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SPECIAL  in  this  issue 


by 

Hans  G.  Hirsch  _1  / 

The  prices  (unit  values)  of  leading  U.S.  agricultural  export  commodities  aver¬ 
aged  1.1  percent  higher  in  calendar  year  1965  than  in  1964  (table  2).  This 
change  in  the  price  index  pertains  to  the  12  leading  export  commodities,  making 
up  almost  three- fourths  of  U.S.  agricultural  exports. 

This  slight  increase  is  considerably  below  the  2.8  percent  increase  reported 
for  the  year  ended  September  30,  1965,  in  the  preceding  issue  of  Foreign  Agri¬ 
cultural  Trade  of  the  United  States.  On  the  other  hand,  the  slight  rise  for 
the  entire  year  over  1964  is  in  contrast  to  the  fourth  quarter  1965  decline  of 
2.7  percent  from  a  year  earlier. 

Principal  commodities  imported  into  the  United  States  and  making  up  almost 
two-thirds  of  total  agricultural  imports  registered  an  even  sharper  price  de¬ 
cline  during  the  fourth  quarter,  dropping  to  94.3  percent  of  the  year  earlier 
average. 

The  "terms  of  trade"  index  is  obtained  by  dividing  the  quarterly  export  price 
index  of  97.3  by  the  quarterly  import  index  of  94.3.  The  "terms  of  trade" 
index  stood  at  103.2  and  thus  continued  favorable  for  U.S.  agriculture  but 
less  so  than  the  112.3  level  in  the  third  quarter.  Terms  of  trade,  similarly 
computed  for  calendar  year  1965,  were  109.1  (i.e.,  101.1  divided  by  92.7), 
compared  with  106.9  reported  for  the  year  ended  September  30,  1965. 

For  1965  as  a  whole,  the  import  price  index  was  only  92.7  percent  of  1964;  but 
this  figure  is  not  fully  comparable  with  the  94.3  percent  fourth  quarter  index, 
since  carpet  wool  had  to  be  substituted  in  it  for  bananas  (see  footnote  2  to 
table  2).  Return  of  the  sugar  price  to  lower,  yet  normal  levels  helped  ac¬ 
count  for  the  lower  1965  index. 

1/  Agricultural  Economist,  Trade  Statistics  and  Analysis  Branch,  Foreign 
Development  and  Trade  Division,  Economic  Research  Service. 
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Of  still  greater  significance  was  the  drop  in  coffee  prices  from  the  higher 
levels  of  October  1964-March  1965.  The  relative  price  of  cocoa  beans  is  by  far 
the  lowest  component  of  the  index.  Low  import  prices  of  cocoa  beans  obviously 
reflect  purchases  contracted  before  arrival  and  earlier  in  the  year  --  since 
widely  quoted  cocoa  bean  price  series  in  the  fourth  quarter  showed  substantial 
recovery  from  their  low  July  average  of  about  12  cents  per  pound,  c.i.f.  New 
York.  Representative  wool  prices  similarly  showed  some  strength  late  in  the 
year  which  was  not  at  all  reflected  in  the  import  unit  values. 

The  wheat  price  was  by  far  the  lowest  component  of  the  export  price  index;  the 
1965  wheat  price  was  only  91.2  percent  of  the  1964  average  and  the  fourth 
quarter  1965  wheat  price  was  only  89.9  percent  of  that  a  year  earlier.  With 
but  few  exceptions,  the  prices  of  other  principal  export  commodities,  for  the 
year  and  also  for  the  quarter,  ranged  between  96.6  and  105.0  percent  of  a  year 
earlier.  The  exceptions  were  (1)  the  price  of  nonfat  dry  milk,  which  was 
one  and  a  half  times  higher  as  it  had  been  a  year  earlier;  (2)  soybean  oil; 
and  (3)  inedible  tallow  prices;  both  averaged  22.7  percent  higher  in  1965  than 
in  1964. 

Export  and  import  prices  combined  were  down  1.9  percent  during  the  year  and  3.8 
percent  during  the  fourth  quarter.  These  declines  were  in  line  with  those 
registered  by  the  Reuter's  and  Dow- Jones  index  number  series  and  by  the  United 
Nations  agricultural  export  price  indexes.  The  1.1  percent  average  increase  in 
the  price  level  of  principal  U.S.  agricultural  exports  in  1965  compared  with 
1964  contrasts  with  all  the  other  price  declines.  The  Reuter's  and  Dow- Jones 
index  numbers  reached  a  low  point  of  about  444  (9/18/31  =  100)  and  135 
(1924-26  =  100)  in  July;  after  a  recovery  of  around  1  percent  through  November, 
they  rose  rapidly  in  following  months.  The  February  Reuter's  and  Dow- Jones 
indexes  were  5.6  and  5.5  percent,  respectively,  above  November.  Wheat  prices, 
as  of  the  end  of  February  were  about  at  year-earlier  levels,  while  corn  and 
soybean  prices  continued  at  below  year-earlier  levels,  as  shown  in  table  1. 
Recent  cocoa  bean  prices  were  sharply  above  the  year-earlier  levels.  This 
likely  will  influence  the  first  quarter  of  1966  import  price  index  to  be  com¬ 
puted  in  the  spring. 
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Export  Highlights 


JULY- JANUARY  1965-66 

U.S.  agricultural  exports  were  $3,885  million  in  July-January  1965-66,  up  12 
percent  from  the  $3,457  million  for  the  like  months  a  year  earlier  (table  3). 
Sharp  increases  in  U.S.  exports  of  feed  grains,  rice,  soybeans,  oilcake  and 
meal,  and  fruits  along  with  smaller  ones  for  hides  and  skins,  meats,  poultry 
products,  tobacco,  and  vegetables  more  than  offset  declines  for  cotton,  vege¬ 
table  oils  and  animal  fats,  oils,  and  greases. 

In  January  1966,  U.S.  agricultural  exports  totaled  $506  million  compared  with 
only  $210  million  a  year  earlier  when  exports  were  reduced  by  the  longshoremen's 
strike  at  U.S.  East  Coast  and  Gulf  ports. 

U.S.  agricultural  exports  in  the  current  fiscal  year  ending  June  30  are  esti¬ 
mated  to  be  --  by  a  considerable  margin  --  the  highest  in  history.  The  revised 
estimate  of  about  $6%  billion  for  the  year  exceeds  export  records  set  in  each 
of  the  2  previous  fiscal  years  by  $400  million. 

Export  prospects  have  improved  materially  since  last  fall,  due  primarily  to  a 
step-up  in  U.S.  exports  of  feed  grains,  wheat,  rice,  and  oilseeds  and  products. 
Exports  of  cotton  and  animal  products  are  expected  to  run  below  a  year  ago. 

Commercial  sales  for  dollars  are  expected  to  total  a  record  $4.8  billion  in 
1965-66  compared  with  the  previous  record  of  $4.5  billion  in  fiscal  year  1963- 
64.  Exports  under  Government- financed  programs  are  likely  to  total  $1.7  billion 
in  1965-66,  same  as  a  year  earlier. 

The  record  level  of  agricultural  exports  is  expected  to  result  from  adequate 
U.S.  supplies  for  export  of  most  major  U.S.  agricultural  commodities;  continued 
high  foreign  economic  activity;  improved  gold  and  dollar  holdings;  increased 
population  abroad;  reduced  production  of  some  foreign  crops  and  products;  U.S. 
export  market  promotion  activities;  and  uncertainty  arising  out  of  the  Viet-Nam 
conflict  and  increased  international  tensions. 

U.S.  feed  grain  exports  are  expected  to  reach  an  alltime  high  --  more  than 
one  fourth  above  the  18  million  in  the  previous  year.  Continued  rapid  increases 
in  livestock  production  are  taking  place  in  Western  Europe  and  Japan.  Live¬ 
stock  production  in  the  European  Economic  Community  and  Japan  has  increased 
substantially  in  recent  years.  Besides  importing  more  to  feed  its  expanding 
livestock  industry,  EEC  has  stepped  up  its  imports  from  the  United  States  this 
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Table  3. --U.S.  agricultural  exports:  Value  by  commodity,  July- January 

1964-65  and  1965-66 


Commodity 

1964-65 

:  1965-66  : 

:  I/  : 

--  Million 

dollars  --  : 

Animals  and  animal  products: 

Dairy  products  2/  . 

126 

110  : 

Fats,  oils,  and  greases  . 

133 

118  : 

Hides  an d  skins  . 

54 

68  : 

Meats  and  meat  products  . 

62 

70  : 

Poultry  products  . 

41 

48  : 

Other  . 

40 

46  : 

Total  animals,  etc.  2/ . 

456 

460  : 

Cotton,  excluding  linters  . 

350 

255  : 

Fruits  and  preparations  . 

174 

204  : 

Grains  and  preparations: 

Feed  grains,  excluding  products  . 

470 

744  : 

Rice,  milled  . 

85 

137  : 

Wheat  and  flour  . 

738 

741  : 

Other  . 

32 

44  : 

Total  grains,  etc . 

1,325 

1,666  : 

Oilseeds  and  products: 

Cottonseed  and  soybean  oils  3/ . 

144 

122  : 

Soybeans  . 

329 

427  : 

Protein  meal  . 

97 

123  : 

Other  . 

55 

53  : 

Total  oilseeds,  etc.  3/ . 

625 

725  : 

Tobacco,  unmanufactured  . 

265 

278  : 

Vegetables  and  preparations  . 

86 

93  : 

Other  . 

176 

204  : 

Total  exports  . 

3,457 

3,885  : 

If  Preliminary. 

2/  Prior  to  January  1,  1965  excludes  Title  III,  P.L.  480  donations 
and  ghee,  which  are  included  in  "Other"  agricultural  exports. 

3/  Prior  to  January  1,  1965  excludes  Title  III,  P.L.  480  donations 
included  in  "Other"  agricultural  exports. 


Change 

Percent 


-13 

-11 

+26 

+13 

+17 

+15 

+1 


-27 

+17 

+58 

+61 

+38 

+26 


-15 

+30 

+27 

-4 

+16 


+5 

+8 

+16 


+12 


of  butter 
,  which  are 
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year  because  of  reduced  EEC  coarse  grain  and  root  crop  production  and  also 
reduced  availabilities  from  other  major  suppliers.  In  addition,  exports  of 
1.0  million  tons  to  Eastern  Europe  will  further  expand  U.S.  feed  grain  exports. 

U.S.  exports  of  wheat  including  flour  are  expected  to  total  some  100  to  150 
million  bushels  above  the  728  million  bushels  a  year  earlier.  Most  of  the  in¬ 
crease  reflects  larger  exports  for  dollars. 

U.S.  exports  of  rice  are  likely  to  total  a  record  34.1  million  bags  (rough 
equivalent  46.5  million)  in  fiscal  year  1965-66  compared  with  28.6  million 
bags  (after  allowing  for  the  various  types  of  milled  rice  the  rough  equivalent 
was  42.5  million  bags)  last  year.  Several  factors  account  for  this  increase. 
Rice  exports  have  declined  from  countries  such  as  Thailand,  Brazil,  and 
Pakistan.  Rice  crops  are  short  in  some  of  the  major- importing  countries  so 
that  supplies  are  smaller,  and  imports  will  be  greater.  Japanese  purchases 
are  increasing.  Furthermore,  the  demand  in  developing  countries  is  increasing 
because  of  higher  incomes.  Further,  increases  in  U.S.  rice  exports  are  oc¬ 
curring  because  of  the  Viet-Nam  conflict. 

U.S.  exports  of  oilseeds  and  products  are  expected  to  total  $1.2  billion  in 
fiscal  year  1965-66  compared  with  $1.1  billion  last  year.  Exports  of  soybeans 
and  protein  meal  are  expected  to  continue  large  this  year.  Soybean  exports 
may  run  some  15  to  20  percent  above  the  209  million  last  year.  Exports  of 
protein  meal  are  expected  to  total  around  a  third  above  the  2.4  million  tons  of 
last  year.  Exports  of  cottonseed  and  soybean  oil  in  the  last  half  of  1965 
were  down  nearly  300  million  pounds  from  a  year  earlier.  Some  pick  up  in  the 
rate  of  special  program  exports  is  in  prospect  in  coming  months.  But  total 
exports  for  1965-66  will  be  down  possibly  as  much  as  10  to  15  percent  from  the 
2,069  million  pounds  in  1964-65. 

Tobacco  exports  are  estimated  at  500  million  pounds  compared  with  484  million 
a  year  earlier.  The  quality  of  the  U.S.  flue-cured  crop  is  considerably  better 
than  in  1964.  Other  factors  favorable  to  increased  U.S.  exports  include  the 
continued  rise  in  world  cigarette  consumption,  the  low  level  of  U.S.  leaf 
stocks  in  some  importing  countries,  and  an  expansion  in  export  programs. 
Rhodesia  --  largest  U.S.  competitor  in  the  flue-cured  tobacco  market  --  had  a 
crop  20  percent  lower  than  a  year  earlier.  The  political  difficulties  of 
Rhodesia  may  further  increase  the  demand  for  U.S.  tobacco,  depending  upon  the 
effectiveness  of  economic  boycotts  from  importing  countries. 

Exports  of  fruits  and  preparations  are  expected  to  total  $297  million  in  1965- 
66  compared  with  $289  million  a  year  earlier.  Exports  of  oranges  are  likely  to 
rise  in  quantity  but  value  increase  may  be  less  due  to  lower  prices.  Other  in¬ 
creases  likely  will  occur  for  lemons,  grapefruits,  and  dried  fruits. 

Exports  of  vegetables  and  preparations  are  estimated  at  $148  million,  down 
slightly  from  a  year  earlier. 

Cotton  exports  are  expected  to  total  around  3\  million  bales  in  fiscal  year 
1965-66,  down  0.9  million  bales  from  a  year  earlier.  Increased  foreign  com¬ 
petition  and  uncertainty  over  future  world  cotton  price  developments  are  rea¬ 
sons  for  the  decrease. 
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Exports  of  animal  products  are  estimated  at  $745  million  compared  with  $818 
million  in  1964-65.  Expected  export  declines  in  dairy  products  and  lard  will 
account  for  most  of  the  overall  decline  in  exports  of  animal  products. 

EXPORTS  TO  THE  EUROPEAN  ECONOMIC  COMMUNITY,  JULY- JANUARY  1965-66 

U.S.  agricultural  exports  to  the  European  Economic  Community  (EEC)  were  valued 
at  $985  million  during  July- January  1965-66.  They  were  up  25  percent  from  the 
same  period  in  1964-65  and  1963-64.  Exports  of  products  subject  to  variable 
levies  --  up  53  percent  from  $295  million  in  1964-65  --  accounted  for  the  in¬ 
crease.  The  value  of  all  agricultural  exports  to  the  EEC  in  January  1966  was 
up  over  350  percent  from  January  1965,  and  13  percent  from  January  1964.  The 
level  of  exports  in  January  1965  was  down  because  of  the  longshoremen's  strike 
that  occurred  in  early  1965. 

U.S.  feed  grain  exports  accounted  for  most  of  the  increase  in  commodities  sub¬ 
ject  to  variable  levies,  for  both  January  1966,  and  the  July-January  1965-66 
periods.  The  value  of  feed  grain  exports  in  January  1965  was  down  from  the 
same  month  in  1964  due  to  the  dock  strike,  but  for  July-January  1964-65,  ex¬ 
ports  of  feed  grains  to  EEC  countries  were  up  16  percent  from  the  same  period 
in  1963-64.  Feed  grain  exports  in  July-January  1965-66  were  68  percent  above 
the  corresponding  months  in  1964-65.  Exports  of  feed  grains  have  continued  to 
increase  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  continuing  rise  in  livestock  numbers  in  the 
EEC  countries.  In  addition  to  rising  demand,  domestic  production  of  feed 
grains  was  down  in  West  Germany  in  1965  due  to  inclement  weather,  and  the  1964 
fall  crops  for  winter  wheat  and  barley  were  not  fully  sown.  As  a  result,  pro¬ 
duction  of  wheat,  rye,  oats,  and  barley  were  below  the  1964  level.  On  the 
other  hand,  grain  deliveries  by  French  producers  for  the  1965-66  year  through 
January  were  above  those  of  the  similar  period  in  1964-65. 

Exports  of  beef,  veal  and  cattle,  and  turkeys  increased  considerably,  although 
they  accounted  for  only  3  percent  of  the  total  value  of  variable  levy  commodi¬ 
ties  exported  to  the  EEC.  Other  commodities  subject  to  variable  levies  gen¬ 
erally  maintained  their  position  in  terms  of  export  value,  or  declined.  The 
value  of  dairy  products  exported  during  July-January  1965-66  was  slightly  be¬ 
low  the  same  period  in  1963-64,  but  52  percent  below  July-January  1964-65 
when  the  EEC  purchased  large  quantities  of  U.S.  butter  because  of  reduced  pro¬ 
duction  . 

The  value  of  the  July-January  1965-66  exports  of  agricultural  commodities  not 
subject  to  variable  levies  was  8  percent  above  the  same  period  in  1964-65,  and 
11  percent  higher  than  the  value  of  exports  in  July-January  1963-64.  Exports 
of  fruits  and  vegetables,  oilcake  and  meal,  and  soybeans  were  up  noticeably. 
Other  increases  in  export  values  occurred  for  hides  and  skins,  tallow,  un¬ 
manufactured  tobacco,  and  variety  meats. 

Exports  of  cotton  in  July-January  1965-66  were  down  sharply  from  the  same  period 
in  both  1964-65  and  1963-64.  The  decline  in  U.S.  exports  of  cotton  reflected 
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Table  4.--U.S.  agricultural  exports  to  the  European  Economic 
Community:  Value  by  importing  country, 

December  and  July-December  1963-65  1/ 


EEC  country 

December 

July-December 

1963 

;  1964  ; 

1965  2/  | 

1963 

;  1964  ; 

1965  2/ 

Netherlands  . 

43,624 

40,726 

Thousand 

48,081 

dollars 

202,885 

234,818 

284,993 

Belgium- Luxembourg  . 

13*371 

16*912 

16  *  902 

16 ,510 

91,437 

104*194 

France  . 

15,816 

20,284 

13,225 

37,947 

68,980 

76,027 

67,942 

West  Germany  . 

39,225 

45^407 

27,533 

200,340 

225,418 

251*639 

Italy  . 

25^471 

33 * 904 

118,508 

122*210 

151*416 

Total  . 

137,507 

150,862 

150,059 

667,283 

749,910 

860,184 

1/  Compiled  from  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census  data. 
2/  Partly  estimated. 


a  working  down  of  foreign  Free  World  cotton  stocks,  increased  cotton  production 
in  foreign  Free  World  countries,  and  also  increased  use  of  man-made  fibers  in 
the  textile  industry.  Exports  of  vegetable  oils  during  July-January  1965-66 
were  lower  than  the  corresponding  period  in  both  preceding  years. 

The  EEC  member  countries  increased  their  purchases  of  agricultural  commodities 
from  the  United  States  (tables  4  and  5).  Exports  to  the  Netherlands,  Belgium- 
Luxembourg,  West  Germany,  and  Italy  were  higher  for  the  July-December  period  in 
both  1964  and  1965  than  in  the  same  months  in  1963.  The  Netherlands  received 
the  largest  share  of  exports  from  the  United  States,  while  Germany  and  Italy 
ranked  second  and  third,  respectively.  The  Netherlands  received  large  quantities 
of  feed  grains,  and  in  the  1965  period  shipments  of  soybeans  and  wheat  were 
higher  than  in  the  same  period  in  1963  and  1964.  U.S.  exports  to  West  Germany 
were  also  higher  in  July-December  of  1964  and  1965  than  in  1963.  Export  values 
of  feed  grains,  soybeans,  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  other  commodities  to  West 
Germany  in  July-December  1964  and  1965  were  above  1963.  Feed  grains  accounted 
for  the  largest  share  of  exports  to  Italy,  and  in  July-December  1965,  were  56 
percent  of  the  value  of  Italy's  imports  of  agricultural  commodities  compared 
with  27  percent  for  the  like  months  in  1963.  Soybean  exports  to  Italy  for 
July-December  1965  were  70  percent  above  the  like  periods  in  1963  and  1964. 

Exports  of  feed  grains  to  France  were  relatively  small,  amounting  to  about  $2 
million  for  July-December  1965.  U.S.  exports  of  fruits  and  vegetables  have  ris¬ 
en,  and  were  higher  in  the  1965  period  than  either  1963  or  1964.  Other  notice¬ 
able  increases  in  exported  items  were  in  oilcake  and  meal,  variety  meats,  and 
tallow.  The  major  decline  in  France's  imports  from  the  U.S.  was  in  cotton, 
which  dropped  53  percent  in  July-December  1965  from  the  same  period  in  1964. 
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Table  5.--U.S.  agricultural  exports  to  the  European  Economic  Community:  Value 
selected  commodities,  July-December ,  1963-65  _!/ 
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Table  6.--U.S.  agricultural  exports  to  the  European  Economic  Community: 
Value  by  commodity,  January  and  July-January  1964-66  1/ 


January 

July-January 

Commodity 

1964  : 

1965  : 

1966 

1963-64 

:  1964-65 

:  1965-66 

--  1,000  dollars  -- 

Variable  levy  commodities  _?/ : 

Feed  grains  . 

26,305 

5,399 

42,366 

166,819 

194,229 

325,732 

Rice  . 

927 

"  191 

1*695 

0 

5,993 

5,066 

6,895 

Rye  grain  . 

1,072 

0 

4,765 

1,287 

998 

Wheat  grain  . 

12,766 

821 

8,828 

60,975 

17,317 

57,585 

Wheat  flour  . 

Beef  and  veal  (excluding 

255 

39 

111 

2,417 

969 

697 

variety  meats)  and  cattle  . 

31 

144 

63 

141 

981 

1,459 

Dairy  products  . 

3,079 

5,019 

82 

21,738 

37,330 

17,870 

Lard  3/ . 

Pork  (excluding  variety 

354 

26 

260 

1,358 

817 

943 

meats)  and  swine  . 

Poultry  and  eggs: 

2,200 

1 

2 

4,004 

236 

96 

Live  poultry  . 

56 

104 

122 

495 

499 

807 

Broilers  and  fryers  . 

796 

95 

598 

7,288 

4,529 

4,299 

927 

Stewing  chickens  . 

767 

94 

179 

4*750 

2*692 

Turkeys  . 

567 

378 

1,157 

7*368 

8*643 

559 

14,092 

Other  fresh  poultry  . 

3 

19 

21 

223 

*414 

Eggs  . 

116 

55 

159 

1,442 

805 

1,207 

Total  poultry  and  eggs  . . 

2,305 

746 

2,236 

21,566 

17,72’’ 

21,746 

Other  . 

1,388 

209 

1,520 

16,022 

18,687 

17,231 

Total  . 

50,682 

12,595 

57,163 

305,798 

294,646 

4.1,252 

Non-variable  levy  commodities: 

Canned  poultry  4/- . 

301 

65 

246 

1,387 

2,069 

1,711 

Cotton,  excluding  linters  . . . 

21,995 

5,460 

5,784 

109*573 

91*129 

34*451 

Fruits  and  vegetables  . 

5,277 

3,426 

5,390 

59,781 

54,335 

67,754 

Hides  and  skins  . 

2*186 

779 

2,525 

11,033 

13*438 

18,939 

Oilcake  and  meal  . 

3*359 

1,625 

11*398 

35,675 

55^197 

73,870 

Soybeans  . 

16  ",754 
2,602 

3,446 

23  *  500 

105,371 

111,761 

157,930 

Tallow  4/ . 

2  554 

2,256 

16,857 

19, 105 

20,636 

Tobacco,  unmanufactured  . 

5*347 

446 

6,552 

64,598 

59,819 

68,178 

21,391 

Variety  meats,  fresh,  frozen^ 

2,581 

699 

2 ',748 

13*437 

17*500 

Vegetable  oils,  expressed  ... 

3,198 

6,575 

2,685 

13,157 

19,952 

11,547 

Food  for  relief  or  charity  . . 

769 

1 

480 

5,832 

2,882 

2,161 

Other  . 

4,784 

2,509 

5/3,941 

44,619 

48,257 

5/55,126 

Total  . 

69,153 

27,585 

5/67,505 

481,320 

495,444 

5/533,694 

Total  EEC  . 

119,835 

40,180 

1/ 124,668 

787,118 

790,090 

5/984,946 

1/  Compiled  from  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census 

data.  2/ 

Grains,  poultry,  and 

pork  were 

subject  to 

variable  levies  beginning  on  July  30,  1962;  rice  on  September  1,  1964;  and  beef  and  dairy  products 
on  November  1,  1964.  The  variable  levy  classification  is  designed  to  show  overall  changes  in 
exports  rather  than  to  measure  the  impact  of  the  variable  levies.  3/  Lard  for  food  is  a  variable 
levy  commodity  while  lard  for  industrial  use  is  bound  in  the  General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and 
Trade  (GATT)  at  3  percent  ad  valorem.  U.S.  lard  is  for  food  use.  4/  Although  canned  poultry, 
tallow,  and  variety  meats  are  subject  to  variable  levies,  the  import  duties  are  bound  in  GATT. 

5/  Partly  estimated. 
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Table  7.--U.S.  agricultural  exports  to  the  European  Economic  Community: 
Value  by  commodity,  December  and  July-December  1963-65  1/ 


Commodity 

December 

July-December 

;  1963 

;  1964  ; 

1965  ;  1963 

;  1964  ;  1965 

--  1,000  dollars  - 

- 

Variable  levy  commodities  JLL- 


Feed  grains  . 

Rice  . 

Rye  grain  . 

Wheat  grain  . 

Wheat  flour  . 

Beef  and  veal  (excluding  va¬ 
riety  meats)  and  cattle  ... 

Dairy  products  . 

Lard  3/  . 

Pork  (excluding  variety 

meats)  and  swine  . 

Poultry  and  eggs: 

Live  poultry  . 

Broilers  and  fryers . 

Stewing  chickens  . 

Turkeys  . 

Other  fresh  poultry  . 

Eggs  . 

Total  poultry  and  eggs  . . 
Other  . 

Total  . 


31,674 

38,069 

45,740 

140,514 

188,830 

283,366 

1,886 

1,695 

875 

5,066 

4,875 

5,200 

1,018 

— 

— 

3,693 

1,287 

998 

9,742 

1,498 

5,112 

48,209 

16,496 

48,757 

306 

290 

64 

2,162 

930 

586 

54 

111 

217 

110 

837 

1,396 

3,830 

7,989 

811 

18,659 

32,311 

17,788 

106 

32 

27 

1,004 

791 

683 

1,663 

15 

50 

1,804 

235 

94 

34 

63 

38 

439 

394 

685 

638 

536 

646 

6,492 

4,434 

3,701 

1,106 

468 

81 

3,983 

2,598 

748 

244 

971 

1,289 

6,801 

8,265 

12,935 

34 

29 

42 

220 

540 

393 

137 

127 

390 

1,326 

750 

1,048 

2,193 

2,194 

2,486 

19,261 

16,981 

19,510 

1,354 

2,254 

2,180 

14,634 

18,478 

15,711 

53,826 

54,147 

57,562 

255,116 

282,051 

394,089 

Non- variable  levy  commodities: 


Canned  poultry  4/  . 

Cotton,  excluding  linters  . 
Fruits  and  vegetables  »  .  .  .  . 

Hides  and  skins  . 

Oilcake  and  meal  . 

Soybeans  . 

Tallow  4/  . 

Tobacco,  unmanufactured  ... 
Variety  meats,  fresh, 

frozen  4/  . 

Vegetable  oils,  expressed  . 
Food  for  relief  or  charity 
Other  . 

Total  . 


Total  EEC 


:  149 

318 

192 

1,086 

2,004 

1,465 

:  22,639 

24,805 

5,993 

87,578 

85,669 

28,667 

:  6,268 

7,256 

6,253 

54,504 

50,909 

62,364 

:  1,383 

2,771 

4,141 

8,847 

12,659 

16,414 

:  6,803 

13,650 

14,439 

32,316 

53,572 

62,472 

:  24,066 

19,616 

33,122 

88,617 

108,315 

134,430 

:  2,217 

1,871 

3,709 

14,255 

16,551 

18,380 

:  7,350 

12,154 

6,923 

59,251 

59,373 

61,626 

:  1,848 

3,321 

3,718 

10,856 

16,801 

18,643 

:  3,887 

4,437 

1,751 

9,959 

13,377 

8,862 

:  728 

618 

256 

5,063 

2,881 

1,681 

:  6,343 

5,898 

1/ 12, 000 

39,835 

45,748 

5/51,091 

:  83,681 

96,715 

5/92,497 

412,167 

467,859 

5/466,095 

137,507  150,862  5/150,059  667,283  749,910  5/860,184 


1 /  Compiled  from  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census  data.  2/  Grains,  poultry,  and  pork  were  subject 
to  variable  levies  beginning  on  July  30,  1962;  rice  on  September  1,  1964;  and  beef  and  dairy  pro¬ 
ducts  on  November  1,  1964.  The  variable  levy  classification  is  designed  to  show  overall  changes 
in  exports  rather  than  to  measure  the  impact  of  the  variable  levies.  3/  Lard  for  food  is  a 
variable  levy  commodity  while  lard  for  industrial  use  is  bound  in  the  General  Agreement  on 
Tariffs  and  Trade  (GATT)  at  3  percent  ad  valorem.  U.S.  lard  is  for  food  use.  4/  Although  canned 
poultry,  tallow,  and  variety  meats  are  subject  to  variable  levies,  the  import  duties  are  bound 
in  GATT.  5/  Partly  estimated. 
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Import  Highlights 


U.S.  agricultural  imports  for  consumption  moved  up  to  $2,524  million  in  July- 
January  1965-66  from  $2,245  million  during  the  same  period  a  year  earlier.  The 
increase  over  the  previous  year  was  mainly  the  result  of  a  rise  in  supplementary 
(competitive  or  partially  competitive)  imports.  Agricultural  imports  in  January 
amounted  to  $353  million  compared  with  $175  million  in  January  1965,  when  the 
longshoremen's  strike  was  in  effect. 

Nonagricultural  imports  advanced  sharply  during  July- January  1965-66  to  $10,522 
million  from  $8,585  million  in  the  same  months  of  1964,  reflecting  the  continued 
high  level  of  U.S.  economic  activity.  The  gain  was  primarily  in  industrial  raw 
materials,  iron  and  steel  manufactures,  and  petroleum. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  IMPORTS 

Imports  of  supplementary  agricultural  commodities  rose  to  $1,383  million  during 
July- January  from  $1,183  million  in  July- January  1964-65.  Most  of  the  increase 
consisted  of  animals  and  animal  products,  dominated  by  dutiable  cattle  and  meat 
of  all  types.  Smaller  gains  took  place  for  imports  of  apparel  wool,  dairy  pro¬ 
ducts,  hides  and  skins,  miscellaneous  animal  products,  fruits,  nuts,  vegetables, 
and  wines.  Declines  in  supplementary  imports  occurred  for  grains  and  prepara¬ 
tions,  and  cane  sugar  (table  8). 

Animals  and  Animal  Products 


Cattle. --Dutiable  cattle  imports  jumped  sharply  in  July- January  1965-66  to 
843,000  head  compared  with  281,000  head  in  the  same  period  in  1964-65.  Most 
of  the  stepped  up  purchases  came  in  November  (233,000)  and  December  (228,000). 
Canada  shipped  482,000  and  Mexico  353,000  head,  respectively,  in  the  July- 
January  1965-66  period. 

Beef  and  veal .-- Purchases  of  beef  and  veal  from  abroad  rose  to  463  million 
pounds  in  July-January  from  399  million  pounds  in  the  same  period  in  1964-65. 
Fresh,  chilled,  or  frozen  boneless  beef  imports  made  up  about  80  percent  of 
total  beef  and  veal  purchases  abroad  during  the  period.  The  major  boneless 
beef  supplier  was  Australia,  followed  by  New  Zealand,  Canada,  Mexico,  and  Ire¬ 
land.  New  Zealand  was  the  principal  supplier  of  veal.  Argentina  and  Brazil 
were  the  chief  sources  of  canned  beef. 
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Table  8.--U.S.  agricultural  imports  for  consumption: 
Value  by  commodity,  July-January 
1964-65  and  1965-66 


Commodity 

July-January 

1964-65  I  1965-66 

Change 

Million 

dollars 

Percent 

SUPPLEMENTARY 

Animals  and  animal  products: 

Animals,  live  . 

36 

91 

+153 

Dairy  products  . 

36 

47 

+31 

Hides  and  skins  . 

34 

39 

+  15 
+34 

Meat  and  meat  products  . 

222 

298 

Wool ,  apparel  . ;  .  . 

67 

92 

+37 

Other  . 

24 

30 

+25 

Total  animals  and  products  . 

419 

598 

+43 

Cotton,  excluding  linters  . 

19 

19 

0 

Fruits  and  preparations  . 

58 

60 

+3 

Grains  and  preparations  . 

28 

26 

-7 

Nuts  and  preparations  . 

48 

52 

+8 

Oilseeds  and  products  . 

97 

99 

+2 

Sugar,  cane  . 

275 

274 

0 

Tobacco,  unmanufactured  . 

73 

73 

0 

Vegetables  and  preparations  . 

48 

54 

+13 

Wines  . 

39 

46 

+18 

Other  . 

79 

82 

+4 

Total  supplementary  . 

1,183 

1,383 

+17 

COMPLEMENTARY 

Bananas,  fresh  . 

87 

93 

+7 

Coffee  . 

629 

682 

+8 

Cocoa  beans  . 

66 

72 

+9 

Essential  oils  . 

14 

19 

+36 

Rubber,  crude,  natural  . 

109 

100 

-9 

Spices  . 

19 

30 

+58 

Tea  . 

30 

34 

+13 

Wool,  carpet  . 

45 

43 

-4 

Other  . 

63 

68 

+8 

Total  complementary  . 

1,062 

1,141 

+7 

Total  imports  . 

2,245 

2,524 

+12 
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Pork. --U. S .  imports  of  pork  in  July-January  totaled  164  million  pounds,  up  from 
115  million  pounds  in  July-January  1964-65.  About  three- fourths  of  U.S.  pork 
imports  consisted  of  canned  hams  and  shoulders,  principally  from  Denmark,  the 
Netherlands,  and  Poland. 

Mutton,  lamb,  and  goat  meat. --Imports  of  mutton,  lamb,  and  goat  meat  reached 
30  million  pounds  in  July-January,  up  from  13  million  pounds  in  July-January 
1964-65.  Mutton  made  up  more  than  two- thirds  of  the  category  total,  and  came 
mostly  from  Australia.  Lamb,  principally  from  New  Zealand,  made  up  about  30 
percent  of  the  value  of  the  grouping. 

Dairy  products . --Imports  of  dairy  products  in  July-January  totaled  $47  million, 
compared  with  $36  million  in  the  same  months  of  1964-65.  Cheese  accounted  for 
over  three-fifths  of  the  value  of  dairy  products  imports  and  originated  mainly 
in  Italy,  Switzerland,  Denmark,  France,  and  the  Netherlands.  The  remaining  im¬ 
ports  were  spread  among  20  other  countries.  Casein  imports  dropped  to  48  mil¬ 
lion  pounds  from  58  million  the  previous  year,  while  value  rose  to  $15  million 
from  $12  million.  Casein  came  chiefly  from  Argentina,  Australia,  and  New 
Zealand. 

Hides  and  skins. --U.S.  imports  of  raw  hides  and  skins  of  all  types  amounted  to 
$34  million  in  July-January  1965-66  up  $5  million  from  the  previous  year.  The 
gain  occurred  mainly  in  sheep  and  lamb  skins,  goat  and  kid  skins,  and  cattle 
hides.  Sheep  and  lamb  skins  imports  came  chiefly  from  Iran,  goat  and  kid  skins 
from  Nigeria  and  India,  and  cattle  hides  from  Canada.  Other  hides  and  skins  of 
importance  were,  in  order  of  value:  Kip  skins  (mainly  from  France),  wild  pig 
skins  (chiefly  from  Poland),  horse  hides  (chiefly  from  France),  and  kangaroo 
skins  (from  Australia). 

Apparel  wool. --Dutiable  wool  imports  were  up  sharply  in  July-January  from  a  year 
ago;  purchases  abroad  totaled  more  than  147  million  pounds  compared  with  89  mil¬ 
lion  pounds  the  same  months  in  1964-65.  Attractive  world  prices  coupled  with  a 
high  level  of  U.S.  demand  and  mill  activity  have  been  major  factors  in  the  in¬ 
crease.  Principal  suppliers  in  order  of  value  were  Australia,  South  Africa, 
Uruguay,  Argentina,  and  New  Zealand. 

Grains  and  preparations . --U. S .  imports  of  grains  and  their  products  fell  by  $2 
million  from  a  year  earlier  in  July-January  to  $26  million.  Declines  took  place 
in  purchases  of  barley,  barley  malt,  rye,  and  wheat,  which  were  somewhat  offset 
by  small  increases  for  corn  and  oats,  and  a  sharp  increase  for  broken  rice. 
Canada  was  the  largest  supplier  of  grains  to  the  United  States. 

Fruits  and  preparations . --Imports  of  fruits  and  preparations  registered  a  slight 
increase  in  value  in  July-January  from  the  preceding  year,  due  primarily  to 
gains  for  berries,  canned  mandarin  oranges,  and  canned  pineapples.  Berry  im¬ 
ports  are  becoming  an  increasingly  important  component  of  fruit  imports.  They 
consist  of  frozen  packed  strawberries,  mostly  from  Mexico,  and  fresh  and  frozen 
blueberries,  mostly  from  Canada.  The  canned  mandarin  oranges  came  primarily 
from  Japan.  The  canned  pineapples  came  chiefly  from  Taiwan  and  Mexico. 

Vegetables  and  preparations . --U. S .  vegetable  imports  rose  in  value  to  $54  mil¬ 
lion  in  July-January  from  $48  million  a  year  earlier.  Increases  occurred  for 
canned  tomatoes,  tomato  paste  and  sauce,  canned  mushrooms,  fresh  cucumbers, 
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onions,  and  tomatoes.  Canned  tomatoes  came  chiefly  from  Italy, canned  mushrooms 
from  Taiwan,  and  fresh  tomatoes  from  Mexico.  Declines  took  place  from  the 
previous  period  in  imports  of  garlic,  white  potatoes,  and  turnips. 

Sugar  and  related  products . --Cane  sugar  imports  in  July- January  amounted  to 
$274  million,  slightly  below  those  in  the  corresponding  months  of  1964.  Volume 
fell  to  2,380,000  short  tons  from  2,394,000.  Over  three-fourths  of  the  import¬ 
ed  cane  sugar  came  from  6  countries:  The  Philippines,  Dominican  Republic,  Peru, 
Brazil,  Australia,  and  Mexico. 

Inedible  molasses  imports  were  just  under  $11  million  in  July-January ,  compared 
with  $14  million  in  July-January  1964-65.  Volume  increased,  however,  to 
129,000  gallons  from  118,000  gallons  in  the  same  months  of  1964-65.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  suppliers  of  inedible  molasses  imports  were  Mexico  and  the  Dominican  Re¬ 
public.  Other  related  sugar  products  purchases  were  dominated  by  maple  sugar 
and  syrup,  all  from  Canada. 

Oilseeds  and  products . --U. S .  imports  of  oilbearing  materials  and  their  products 
increased  slightly  in  value  to  $99  million  in  July-January  from  the  same  months 
of  1964-65.  Reductions  occurred  for  import  values  of  all  types  of  oils  except 
coconut  and  palm  kernel.  The  most  important  of  the  group,  coconut  oil,  rose 
to  $29  million  from  $27  million.  Copra  unit  values  increased  markedly,  result¬ 
ing  in  a  total  value  of  $31  million,  while  volume  fell  to  341  million  pounds 
from  389  million  pounds  in  July-January  1964-65.  Copra  and  coconut  oil  imports 
came  from  the  Philippines. 

Tobacco. --Unmanufactured  tobacco  imports  in  July-January  totaled  101  million 
pounds,  compared  with  108  million  pounds  in  July-January  1964-65.  Value  re¬ 
mained  at  $73  million.  The  bulk  of  the  imports  consisted  of  oriental  cigarette 
leaf  for  blending  from  Turkey  and  Greece. 

COMPLEMENTARY  IMPORTS 

U.S.  imports  of  complementary  agricultural  commodities  amounted  to  $1,141  million 
in  July-January  1965-66,  up  from  $1,063  million  in  the  same  months  of  1964-65. 
Gains  were  mainly  in  bananas,  coffee,  and  cocoa  beans.  Value  increases  also 
occurred  for  drugs,  essential  oils,  spices  and  tea.  Reduced  imports  were  re¬ 
corded  for  instant  coffee  and  prepared  chocolate.  Unit  values  fell  for  imports 
of  crude  rubber  and  carpet  wool. 

Bananas . --U. S.  banana  import  volume  in  July-January  1965-66  totaled  1,967  million 
pounds,  slightly  above  those  in  July-January  1964-65.  Value  was  $93  million 
compared  with  $87  million  a  year  earlier.  Principal  suppliers  were  Ecuador, 
Honduras,  Panama,  and  Costa  Rica. 

Coffee. --Coffee  imports  increased  to  1,839  million  pounds  from  1,521  million 
pounds  in  July-January  1964-65.  Brazil,  Colombia,  Mexico,  and  El  Salvador  were 
the  principal  Latin  American  suppliers.  Principal  suppliers  in  Africa  were 
Angola,  Uganda,  Ivory  Coast,  Ethiopia,  and  Burundi -Rwanda.  The  chief  Asian 
supplier  was  Indonesia. 
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Cocoa  beans . --Cocoa  bean  imports  advanced  sharply  in  volume  to  532  million 
pounds  in  July-January  compared  with  313  million  pounds  in  the  same  months  of 

1964- 65.  Value  rose  to  $72  million  from  $66  million  in  comparable  periods. 

Major  suppliers  during  the  July-January  period  were  Ghana,  Nigeria,  and  Brazil. 

Rubber. --Crude  natural  rubber  imports  totaled  577  million  pounds,  up  from  the 
558  million  pounds  recorded  in  July-January  1964-65.  Value  fell  to  $100  mil¬ 
lion  from  $109  million  in  the  year-earlier  period,  reflecting  lower  unit  values. 
Most  of  the  imports  consisted  of  rubber  in  the  dry  natural  form.  The  major 
suppliers  were  Indonesia,  Malaysia,  and  Liberia. 

Spices . --Complementary  spice  imports  rose  to  $30  million  during  July-January 

1965- 66,  up  $11  million  from  the  same  months  in  1964-65.  Unground  black  pepper, 
primarily  from  Indonesia  and  India,  made  up  the  most  important  share  of  spice 
imports  $10  million);  vanilla  beans  --  mainly  from  Malagasy  Republic 
(Madagascar)  --  were  the  second  most  important  noncompetitive  spice  import, 
amounting  to  $6.7  million. 

Carpet  wool . --Imports  of  duty-free  wool  rose  by  10  million  pounds  (grease  basis) 
to  76  million  pounds  over  those  in  July-January  1964-65.  Because  of  lower 
world  prices  for  coarse  wools,  the  value  declined  to  $43  million  from  $45  million 
in  like  months  of  the  preceding  year.  New  Zealand  and  Argentina  were  the  lead¬ 
ing  suppliers. 


TWELVE  COUNTRIES 

The  12  leading  suppliers  of  U.S.  agricultural  imports  during  July- December  1965 
are  shown  in  table  9  in  descending  order  of  value,  and  by  complementary  and 
supplementary  totals. 
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Table  9.--U.S.  agricultural  imports  by  country  of  origin, 

July-December  1965 
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Total  . ;  2,171,473  983,023  1,188,450 


Table  10. —  U.  S.  agricultural  exports:  Quantity  and  value  by  commodity 

December  1964  and  1965  and  July-December  1964  and  1965 
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Continued 


Table  10. —  0.  S.  agricultural  exports:  Quantity  and  value  by  commodity, 

December  1964  and  1965  and  July-December  1964  and  1965  -  Continued 
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Reported  in  value  only. 

Excludes  the  number  of  "other  hides  and  skins,"  reported  in  value  only. 
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1/  Preliminary.  ~  — === 

2/  Less  than  500. 

3/  Reported  in  value  only. 

4/  Excludes  the  weight  of  "other  hides  and  skins,"  reported  in  pieces  only. 
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Not  available  by  countries. 
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Table  15, —  U.  S.  agricultural  exports  and  Imports  (for  consumption):  Velue  by  country, 
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Table  15. —  U.  3.  agricultural  exports  and  imports  (for  consumption) :  Value  by  country, 
July- December  1%5  -  Continued 
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1/  Not  available  by  countries. 


Explanatory  Note 


U.S.  foreign  agricultural  trade  statistics  in  this  report  include  official  U.S.  data 
based  on  compilations  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census .  Agricultural  commodities  consist 
of  (l)  nonmarine  food  products  and  (2)  other  products  of  agriculture  which  have  not 
passed  through  complex  processes  of  manufacture  such  as  raw  hides  and  skins,  fats  and 
oils,  and  wine.  Such  manufactured  products  as  textiles,  leather,  boots  and  shoes, 
cigarettes,  naval  stores,  forestry  products,  and  distilled  alcoholic  beverages  are 
not  considered  agricultural. 

The  trade  statistics  exclude  shipments  between  the  50  States  and  Puerto  Rico,  between 
the  50  States  and  the  island  possessions,  between  Puerto  Rico  and  the  island  posses¬ 
sions,  among  the  island  possessions,  and  intransit  through  the  United  States  from  one 
foreign  country  to  another  when  documented  as  such  through  U.S.  Customs. 

EXPORTS  The  export  statistics  also  exclude  shipments  to  the  U.S.  armed  forces  for 

their  own  use  and  supplies  for  vessels  and  planes  engaged  in  foreign  trade. 
Data  on  shipments  valued  at  less  than  $100  are  not  compiled  by  commodity  and  are  ex¬ 
cluded  from  agricultural  statistics  but  are  reflected  in  nonagricultural  and  overall 
export  totals  in  this  report.  The  agricultural  export  statistics  include  shipments 
under  P.L.  87-1 95  (Act  for  International  Development),  principally  sales  for  foreign 
currency;  under  P.L.  83-480  (Agricultural  Trade  Development  and  Assistance  Act),  and 
related  laws;  and  involving  Government  payments  to  exporters.  (USDA  payments  are 
excluded  from  the  export  value.)  Separate  statistics  on  Government  program  exports 
are  compiled  by  USDA  from  data  obtained  from  operating  agencies. 

The  export  value,  the  value  at  the  port  of  exportation,  is  based  on  the  selling  price 
(or  cost  if  not  sold)  and  includes  inland  freight,  insurance,  and  other  charges  to  the 
port.  The  country  of  destination  is  the  country  of  ultimate  destination  or  where  the 
commodities  are  to  be  consumed,  further  processed,  or  manufactured.  When  the  shipper 
does  not  know  the  ultimate  destination,  the  shipments  are  credited  to  the  last  coun¬ 
try,  as  known  to  him  at  time  of  shipment  from  the  United  States,  to  which  the  com¬ 
modities  are  to  be  shipped  in  their  present  form.  Except  for  Canada,  export  shipments 
valued  $100-$U99  are  included  on  the  basis  of  sampling  estimates;  shipments  to  Canada 
valued  $100-$1,999  are  sampled. 

IMPORTS  Imports  for  consumption  consist  of  commodities  released  from  U.S.  Customs 
custody  upon  arrival,  or  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing  warehouse,  or 
withdrawn  from  bonded  storage  warehouse  for  consumption.  The  agricultural  statistics 
exclude  low-value  shipments  from  countries  not  identified  because  of  illegible  report¬ 
ing,  but  they  are  reflected  in  nonagricultural  and  overall  import  totals  in  this 
report . 

The  import  value ,  defined  generally  as  the  market  value  in  the  foreign  country,  ex¬ 
cludes  import  duties,  ocean  freight,  and  marine  insurance.  The  country  of  origin  is 
defined  as  the  country  where  the  commodities  were  grown  or  processed.  Where  the 
country  of  origin  is  not  known,  the  imports  are  credited  to  the  country  of  shipment. 

Imports  similar  to  agricultural  commodities  produced  commercially  in  the  United  States 
and  others  that  are  interchangeable  in  use  to  any  significant  extent  with  such  U.S. 
commodities  are  supplementary ,  or  partly  competitive.  All  other  commodities  are 
complementary,  or  noncompetitive . 

Further  explanatory  material  on  foreign  trade  statistics  and  compilation  procedures 
of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  is  contained  in  the  publications  of  that  agency. 
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